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he wears the Order of the Golden Fleece, and on his cloak the
cross of the Order of Santo Stefano. He possessed much the
same character as his father Cosimo, and had bulliant mental
gifts, but whereas his father's chief interest had been the ad-
vancement of Tuscany, that of Francis was science, and this
made all the difference possible to the country, since he refused
to be drawn from his favourite pursuit to attend to public af-
fairs, which consequently lapsed into the condition which has
been noted. At the same time he inherited his father's tyranni-
cal disposition towards the upper classes; with the lesult that
this, when combined with general corruption in the adminis-
Iration and a defective fiscal policy caused a hatred to grow up
against Francis which exceeded even that which had been felt
against Cosimo. And this excessive hatred created a fruitful
/soil for the growth of every story of crime against Fiancis
tvhich fertile brains could originate. One of the latter's minor
tyrannies wasyexercised towards his father's morganatic v/ife,
Camilla Martelli. On succeeding the throne, Francis, as the
head of the family, having according to the laws of Italy at
that time, powers of life and death over all its members, con-
signed Camilla to incarceration in a convent; and there she re-
mained for the rest of her life. The high taxes which he imposed
on corn were specially disastrous to the agricultural colonies
planted by his father to reclaim the waste lands of the
Maremma, which colonies as a result were ruined, and these
lands again became waste. On the other hand, Francis con-
tinued his father's plans for the development of Leghorn; but
the chief steps in this work were taken subsequently by his
brother Ferdinand, and the great success achieved belongs to
the reign of the latter.

In each generation, from the time of Cosimo Pater Patriae
in 1428 to that of Francis I in 1575, every new head of the
house had to meet an attack led by one or other of the prin-
cipal families of Florence. That which came upon Francis was
dealt with by him with less rigour than his father had dis-
played in 153 7, but nevertheless with a severity which brought